ARAB  AS  A  COMPANION

speak to him in anger, and my howl of command suggested
that I was furious with him, and he had been fairly frightened
out of his wits ! He carried me several thousand miles during
the two years I scampered with Temple all over the Central
Provinces., and worked as Settlement Officer and Cotton
Commissioner. And twice did I ride him from Nagpore, in
the very centre of India, to the sea. I rode him into a very
mild Bay of Bengal wavelet one morning at Poori. And a
year later I wetted his feet on the same shores, but some
hundred miles south, when I accompanied Temple down
the Godavery to Coconada. On the former occasion we
marched through some desolate jungles between Siimbulpore
and Cuttack. The supplies ran short, and the horses had to
put up with some wretched small grain, the best procurable.
But Mr Selim the while had his gram daily like a gentle-
man* It turned out that his old syce (he was not young when
he came to me with the horse) had insisted on each camel-
driver carrying a small supply for his favourite, In case of
accidents. For that service Kurban Syce, during1 the many
years he was yet with me, drew regularly one rupee'
per month.

When   for   nearly  two   years   I   worked   as   Settlement'
Officer, in camp the greater part of the year, Selim         I

were for the first time much together.    He would come
moon about my tent in the cool of the evening^ and had the
most   insinuating  way of  placing his neck gently on my
shoulder* and   keeping It   there whilst  I  petted him
talked to him the while.    I caa we!! believe that the Arab-
master of the desert, who having GO fixed office
few society calls has much time to devote to his
steed, can thus manage to get quite on terms with blmt
make him nearly as companionable as a dog*               old

Selim! He and his groom, old Korbaa,
me just over twenty years. Both were
To shoot the dear old horse would                  to my

And India does not lend Itself to                for old

difSetiltj" was solved for me in a                           cm*